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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 

A very special thanks to Mary Margaret Bell, Coordinator, Archives and Retrieval Systems, Jefferson 
County Public Schools, Louisville, KY, and Lawrence “Larry” Richard Myers (60), who did all the 
hard work copying and gathering the material from the Archives.  Also The Voice Of St. Matthews. 
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  

 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

Chenoweth Elementary School, September 29, 1954, Flag Acceptance Day, L to R, Penn Broecker,  
Gary Morris, Steve Porter and Marshall Heuser, in back, Marguerite Lewis, principal. 

Chenoweth Elementary School, November 12, 1954, Safety Patrol Party at the home of Marshall Heuser, Captain. 
Linda Miller, Penn Broecker, Sammy Hall, Pamela Perry, Vivian White, Sharon Womack, Mary Ann Nathan, Pat-
sy Lotz, Royce Jackson, Sarah Lloyd, Gary Morris, Kirk Woolley, Miss Lewis, Rose Rehla, Sharon Womack, Hen-
ry Heuser, Philip Trumpfheller, Steve Porter, Mrs. Goheen, Marshall Heuser, James Chaney, Wendy Schroeder, 
Dorothy, Allen Springer, Jimmy May, Danny Gray, Bill Duncan.   (Note: this is as the back of the picture shows 54 
years ago.  There is one repeat.) 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, April 22, 1954:              Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

Naming of Chenoweth School Honors Famous St. Matthews Country Doctor, by Ruth Osborne 
 
By naming the elementary school to be built on Brownsboro Road the Henry Chenoweth School, the Jefferson county Board 
of Education will keep alive the memory of one of the county’s outstanding citizens.  Dr. Chenoweth was for many years the 
only doctor in the St. Matthews area and is remembered by all who knew him, with great respect and affection, as “an old 
country doctor of the finest type.” 
 
In naming the Henry Chenoweth Elementary School, the Jefferson County School Board has followed the pattern of naming 
its schools for outstanding contributors to the welfare and happiness of the St. Matthews area. 
 
The first county school in the St. Matthews area was named for an early teacher, Miss Tommie Greathouse, who taught in 
this school for 35 years; the second school, the Orville J. Stivers Elementary School, honors Mr. Orville J. Stivers, who was 
superintendent of Jefferson county schools for 40 years and the third school, the new Waggener Junior High being built on 
Hubbards Lane, will proudly bear the name of Mrs. Mayme S. Waggener, who was a teacher and principal at Greathouse 
School for 30 years. 
 
Dr. John Henry Chenoweth was an outstanding physician of Jefferson County and practiced medicine in the St. Matthews 
vicinity for 60 years.  He was born in Louisville, March 7, 1825, and died April 15, 1905, at the age of 80.  He is buried in 
Cave Hill Cemetery.  He was graduated from the University of Louisville Medical school in the class of 1844 and spent the 
rest of his life serving the people of St. Mathews. 
 
He married Helen Bullitt, daughter of William Bullitt of Oxmoor, near St. Matthews.  They had two sons and three daugh-
ters.  His son James became a doctor and later carried on the name and practice in Louisville.  Among his living descendants 
who reside in and near Louisville are grandsons, Judge James Stites, John Hunt Stites, and Frances B. Stites of Louisville, 
and granddaughter, Mrs. William Kammerer of Anchorage, Kentucky. 
 
Among the great grandchildren are Alex, and William Heyburn of St. Matthews, Mrs. Bob Hendon, John Stites, Jr., L.I. j.g. 
James W. Stites, Jr. U.S.N.R., Bodley Stites, Ellen Stites, and William Stites of Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
Mrs. Mattie Shadburn of 242 Chenoweth Lane, long a resident of St. Matthews, recalled that Dr. Chenoweth in the early 
years of practice, rode a spirited white horse in making calls on his patients.  He was a welcome sight to the stricken family 
as he came galloping up to the farm house with saddle bags filled with colomel and quinine, the proven remedies of that day. 
 

As the As the years wnt by Dr. Chenoweth continued to win the respect and love of all those whom he served.  He later cov-
ered the countryside in his phaeton and horse and Mrs. Shadburn tells us that often this was the only vehicle seen along 
Chenoweth Lane—quite a contrast with today’s heavy traffic. 
 
As the community grew, a Dr. Hopson began to practice in this area.  Dr. Hapson is said to have been a very competent and 
respected gentleman, but Dr. Chenoweth’s people were reluctant to use his services because of their love for the old physi-
cian and their faith in his ability. 
 
His last patient was his own seven-year-old grandson, James Stites, who was ill with diphtheria.  A day or so later, dr. 
Chenoweth became ill and died of pneumonia. 
 
Mrs. Shadburn tells us that Dr. Chenoweth’s father Stephen Chenoweth, was the Jefferson County jailor for many years.  He 
owned a long farm near Jeffersontown and Mrs. Shadburn, when a child, spent some of the happiest days of her life on this 
farm.  Her father, Alexander Maxwell, was a personal friend of Stephen Chenoweth. 
 
Dr. Chenoweth had the first telephone in that area in order to get the telephone he had to put up the telephone poles himself.  
Friendly neighbors helped him with the poles and the telephone company then put up the wire and installed the telephone. 
 
Dr. Chenoweth’s home still stands on Chenoweth Lane.  For many years it was occupied by his granddaughter, Mrs. Alexan-
der Heyburn and her family.  The John Welburn Browns now reside in the old homestead. 
 
Dr. Chenoweth’s service as a physician, his great civic pride, and his love of his neighbors, may well serve as an inspiration 
to our young people of the St. Matthews area.  As they trod the very ground on which he worked, may they hold high the life 
for which their school is named and honored—Dr. John Henry Chenoweth. 
 
The Chenoweth school will be on a 9 1/2 acre site north of the Masonic Home on Brownsboro Road.  It will cost about 
$372,000.  It will accommodate about 512 students.  These will come from the Clifton Heights district, and parts of the Sti-
vers and Ballard districts.  Miss Marguerite Lewis, fourth grade teacher at Mill creek Elementary School, will be the princi-
pal. 
 
The school is scheduled to open in September, along with the Mayme Waggener Junior High school now under construction 
on Hubbards Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                              Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

August 26, 1954 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, August 26, 1954:  
 

St. Matthews Schools Will Be Full But Not Crowded, Says Official 
Greathouse Load Heavy; Trouble Is Predicted After Next Year 

 
County schools serving St. Matthews “will be full, but not crowded I believe,” according to John L. Ramsey, director of 
instruction for Jefferson County Schools. 
 
Greathouse, Stivers and Eastern High will get some relief from the two new schools here, Waggener Junior High on Hub-
bards Lane, which will open on time, and Chenoweth Elementary on Brownsboro Road , which won’t. 
 
(Beechwood Village children transferring from Lyndon to Stivers School will not get school bus service, he said, in line 
with the County’s policy of not providing this service to children living within a mile of the school.  Most of the children 
live within a mile of Stivers, he said, and there are sidewalks on Westport Road and part of Hubbards Lane.) 
 
Taken altogether, the picture outlined is not a bright one, however.  He predicted the County school system would be in 
trouble after next year, unless more money is forthcoming. 
 
He said the County, which has grown in population far more than expected, will have as many students next year as was 
anticipated by 1960.  St. Matthews needs more relief, he said, and another school will probably be built for this area next 
year. 
 
He said the special 20-year 50-cent tax approved by the voters in 1952 allowed the County to open one new school last year, 
10 this year, and perhaps nine next year.  This will use up all the money, he said.  Further expansion can come only from 
raising the $1.50 general purpose school tax, he said.  This would require a vote of the people. 
 
Chenoweth School will be delayed from 10 days to two weeks in opening, he said.  Parents will be notified by newspaper 
and radio when to bring pupils for registration, he said.  He added that school officials had given up the idea of sending pu-
pils to Clifton Heights until Chenoweth was ready. 
 
Mr. Ramsey also said:  Other elementary schools will register September 7 in the morning.  This will be a half day of 
school.  September 8 will be the first full day. 
 
Registration at Waggener will be held September 7 at 8:30 a.m. for the ninth grade only.  Seventh and eighth graders will 
register September 8.  The first full day of school will be September 9. 
 
Formal dedication of Waggener and open house will be held October 26.  Richard VanHoose, superintendent of County 
schools, announced this week. 
 
Eastern students will register September 7, 8, and 9.  The first day of school will be September 10. 
 
Greathouse will be worse off than the other schools.  It will have about 900 students, as compared with 946 last year.  It was 
designed for 740.  In all probability, the auditorium, library, and visual aid rooms will have to used for classrooms again. 
 
Stivers, built for 480, had an enrolment of 675 last year.  This is expected to drop to 650 this year.  Four extra rooms were 
built onto the school this year, so crowding will be at a minimum. 
 
Eastern High, built for 1,500, had 1,642 last year.  This year, it will have about $1,600.  Chenoweth was designed for 512.  
Enrollment is uncertain.  Waggener, designed for 850, will have about 780 this year. 
 
Stivers and Greathouse will not have seventh and eight grades this year.  These children have been shifted to Waggener and 
will register there. 
 
Also going to Waggener are seventh and eighth graders from Clifton Heights:  that part of Ballard west of Blankenbaker 
Lane, and Lyndon seventh and eight graders west of Ormsby Lane including both sides, with an imaginary line running to 
Hurstbourne. 
 
Chenoweth School will handle students from Clifton Heights, and from parts of the Stivers and Ballard districts.  About 200 
students from Stivers have been transferred to Chenoweth.  This includes roughly all those living west of St. Matthews Ave-
nue. 
 
Those from Beechwood Village subdivision have been transferred out of Lyndon to Stivers School.   
 
All junior high students from St. Matthews who have been attending Eastern High will go to Waggener, which will have 
seventh, eight and ninth grades to begin with.  (Plans call for conversion in a few years of Waggener to a high school, one 
grade at a time.) 
 

The eight grade at Jeffersontown School will transfer to Eastern.  Anchorage School is continuing through the ninth grade. 
Seventh and eighth graders from Lyndon school living east of Hurstbourne Lane will go to Eastern. 
 
Waggener was named after Mayme S. Waggener, teacher and principal at Greathouse for 30 years.  Chenoweth was named 
after Dr. John Henry Chenoweth, who served St. Matthews 60 years.  He died in 1905. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

 

 

August 26, 1954 

August 26, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

 September 16, 1954 

September 16, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

October 7, 1954 October 7, 1954 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1954 

 December 16, 1954 



Courtesy James Bruce Douglas (61):   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

These would be from Bruce Douglas’s sixth grade days at Chenoweth school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                                   
Ann Taylor                                                                                       

Walter Crutcher   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                           Billy G. 
Duncan                                                               

Jimmy May (school safety patrol with County                       
  Officer on guard at Brownsboro Road)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Sharon Silliman in Mrs. 
Goheen’s class                                                                               

Nicky Burrice 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1954/55 



Courtesy James Bruce Douglas (61):   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

These would be from Bruce Douglas’s sixth grade days at Chenoweth school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1954/55 

Top Row left to right:  ????, ????, Billy G. Duncan, Gary Morris, ????, Walter Crutcher, Mrs. Inez Goheen’s, Steve 
Porter, Billy M. Duncan, Nicky Burrice, Marshall Heuser, Penn Broecker, ???? 
 
Middle Row left to right: Sharon Silliman, ????, Libby Oehrle, Patsy Gish, ????, Mary Ann Nathan, ????, ????  
 
Bottom Row, left to right:  ????, Bruce Douglas, Ann Taylor, Ellen Sommers, ????, ????, ????, ????, Danny Gray, 
Keith Crume 
 

Alumni, need you help on identification contact Al Ring     ringal@comcast.net 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

January 7, 1955 

February 3, 1955 

February 10, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

Chenoweth P.T.A. Told School Officials Need Help In Desegregation, February 7, 1955 
 

Dr. Hugh Brimm, professor of soclulogy at the carver school of Missions, and Chenoweth School parents explored the sub-
ject of desegregation of schools at a P.T.A. meeting Tuesday night. 
 
State Representative Henry Heyburn asked Dr. Brimm what he thought was the ideal procedure for starting desegregation in 
Louisville and Jefferson County. 
 

“If we feel the Supreme Court decision is right, we ought to make our feelings 
known to the School Board,” said Dr. Brimm.  He noted that school officials 
are in a “lonely position” and need help. 
 

The people who are for desegregation keep quiet, he said  Those against it 
make “speeches and threats.” 
 

Dr. brim said the danger of a “gradualist approach” was that it tended to bog 
down, that it gave “rabble-rousers” a chance to “circulate and cause mischief.” 
 
He agreed with one parent who remarked that parents, and children, will be the 
biggest problem, because white parents know hardly any Negroes of their own 
cultural level. 
 
The “bugaboo” raised by opponents of desegregation was that it leads to inter-
marriage, said Dr. Brimm.  He remarked that the white person can “always say 
no.” 
 
A parent, Mr. W. T. Porter, said she went to school with Negroes in a town of 
about 40,000 and there was no intermarriage.  She is the wife of Bellewood’s 
Mayor. 
 

Dr. Brimm said that 250 years of segregation “have not prevented intermar-
riage.  Every year an estimated 30,000 to 50,000 people cross the color line.” 
 
He said the Supreme Court decision on May 17, 1954, unanimously declaring 
unconstitutional the maintenance of a segregated system of schools in the Unit-
ed States “removed all question of the rightness or wrongness” of separate 
school facilities. 
 

He said the whole race question is too much wrapped up in emotionalism.  He 
cited a case in Washington a few years ago when white parents took action that 
led to the barring of the pets of non-white from pet cemeteries. 
 
“We pay a tremendous price for our emotionalism,” he said.  He quoted pollster 
Elmo roper as saying that discrimination cost the U. S. public $30 billion annu-
ally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

February 24, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

 
March 10, 1955 



March 24, 1955 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

May 12, 1955 

April 7, 1955 

 
April 21, 1955 

April 21, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

September 1, 1955 September 29, 1955 

October 6, 1955 

October 20, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955 

October 27, 1955 

 
December 22, 1955 

November 3, 1955 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1955/55 

Brownie Troop #245, 1954/55, Nancy Arnold, Leslie Bettis, Vickie Baker, Dona Frankel, Betty Dumesnil, Susan 
Williams, Ann Finch, Sarah LaCross, Liz Lloyd, Carol McNally, Kathy Moore, Jane Morrow, Ruth Scott, 
Brenda Spann, Dee Dee Tate, Carol Sawyer. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 

February 9, 1956 

February 16, 1956 

February 16, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 22, 1956:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 

February 16, 1956 

 

March 29, 1956 

Article next page 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 

April 12, 1956 

April 5, 1956 

March 29, 1956 



September 6, 1956 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 

 

 

September 27, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956 

November 29, 1956 

October 25, 1956 

November 8, 1956 

November 29, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1956/1957 

January 17, 1957 

January 31, 1957 

December 13, 1956 

 

January 24, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

February 21, 1957 

February 28, 1957 

March 14, 1957 

March 28, 
1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

May 30, 1957 

April 11, 1957 

 May 9, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

September 5, 1957 

 

 

 

 

 

June 6, 1957 

August 15, 1957 

September 12, 1957 

November 7, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

August 15, 1957 

 
November 14, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:    Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

December 12, 1957 



Courtesy Filson Historical Society:   Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

Chenoweth Elementary School, probably the 4th grade, under Mrs. Martha James, teacher, giving an  
assembly program, about 1957. 



Courtesy Filson Historical Society:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:    1957 

4th Grade assembly program on “holidays” Mrs. Martha Jones, teacher (woman with 
glasses  looking toward stage) about 1957 

Probably the 4th grade play on “the solar system”, Mrs. Martha Jones, teacher, about 
1957 



Courtesy Filson Historical Society:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1957/58 

Living Christmas Tree, Class of 1957-1958 

May 1958, Mrs. Martha L. Hones 4th Grade Class; Shirley Blair, Mitchell Bass, John Dawson, Darlene Raymond, 
Linda Covert, Glenn Bryant, Becky Lotz, Robbie Robertson, Wally Whitesides, David DeMoss, Tommy Sallefren, 
Susan Morris, Tommy Jerrell, Richard Beatley, Anne Radloff, Larry Goad, Tracy Harbur, Susan Miller, Tommy 
Hertzler, Ricky Sleith, John Heyburn, Lou Bach, Sally Floyd, Carolyn Masters, Martin Schmidt, John Hackett, 
Jimmy Gray, Barbra Perry.  (Apology for all mis-spelled names.) 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

April 10, 1958 March 20, 1958 

April 3, 1958 

April 3, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958 

October 2, 1958 

May 29, 1958 

May 15, 1958 

April 10, 1958 
May 8, 1958 

November 13, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1958/1959 

November 13, 1958 

April 2, 1959 

December 18, 1958 

January 8, 1959 

February 19, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1959 

November 12, 1959 

September 17, 1959 

 

April 16, 1959 

May 7, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1960 

January 14, 1960 

June 7, 1960 

October 6, 1960 

October 13, 1960 

 October 27, 1960 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 
“Diligence, industry, and proper improve-
ment of time are material duties of the 
young.” 
 
This is the first line in “The English Reader” 
presented to Dr. John Henry Chenoweth in 
1842 by his teacher. 
 
That book and two others owned by the doc-
tor when he was a boy were given yesterday 
to the library of the John H. Chenoweth Ele-
mentary School, 3628 Brownsboro Road.   
 
History-conscious pupils at the school know 
quite a lot about the man for whom their 
school is named—and who practiced medi-
cine for 60 years in the St. Matthews area 
before his death in 1905.  But they were a 
little overawed by the evidences of his schol-
arship. 
 

Was Reward For Spelling:  As a reward for 
his excellence in spelling, young John re-
ceived from his teacher a formidable book 

entitled “The Philosophy of the Moral feelings.” 
 
The third book, “The Parlor Book,” published in 1839, is made up of short essays ranging from “The Cultivation of Rice In 
China,” to “The Striped Hyena,” aimed at making the reader a good “parlor” conversationalist. 
 

The formal presentation of the books was made by George T. Lamason, Jr., 6, and his sister, Martha, 12, Lexington, great-
great-grandchildren of Dr. Chenoweth. 
 

Two other great-great-grandchildren, fifth-graders at Chenoweth, accepted the volumes for the library.  They are 11-year 
old William Heyburn, III, of 4 Woodhill Road, and Barret Heyburn, 10, of 15 Indian Hills Trail. 
 
Wife Survived Scalping:  A story the Chenoweth school children love is about the kindly ghost of the doctor riding in 
horse and buggy up and down Chenoweth lane to look after the boys and girls he brought into the world.  A chalk drawing 
illustrating the story is on the library blackboard. 
 

Another scary story-and a true one—is about an attack by Indians on a branch of the Chenoweth family in 1789.  It oc-
curred near Avoca in the eastern part of Jefferson County. 
 

Richard Chenoweth wife was scalped but survived and lived to be more than 80.  Richard came this way with George Rog-
ers  Clark and helped establish the fort at Corn island. 
 
Direct descendants of Richard also attend the Chenoweth School.  They are John Chenoweth Everett, 6, and his sisters, 
Leslie, 10, Elizabeth, 8, of 3904 Elfin. 
 

Mrs. William M. Hannah, a granddaughter of Dr. Chenoweth, told the children of her rides with her grandfather when he 
visited patients.  “I remember St. Matthews had only two grocery stores with saloons attached, and a blacksmith shop,” she 
said. 
 
“Papa Doc,” as he was known to his grandchildren, was not stern but his slightest command was obeyed.  His most severe 
admonition, Mrs. Hannah recalled, were “Take care,” and “Make haste!” 
 

“Papa Doc” got a whipping in school only once according to his accounts, Mrs. Hannah said.  “He was whipped for shoot-
ing walnuts at the girls.”   
 
 
 
  
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   September 30, 1961 

 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1960/61 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1960/61 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1960/61 



Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1960/61 

Chenoweth/Heyburn/Brown Residence, Chenoweth Lane, ca, 1920.  William Hey-
burn Collection, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:            Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

Chenoweth PTA to present play 
 
“Bored With Education,” an all star cast of Aging Hams, will be presented by Chenoweth School P.T.A. in the school audi-
torium Friday, March 10 and Saturday, March 11 at 8:15 p.m. 
 

Tickets for adults 75 cents, children 50 cents, will be on sale each morning in the school cafeteria from 8:15 to 9 a.m. or at 
the door each evening provided seats are available. 
 
The director is Mrs. W. Howard (Francis) Clay, Musical director is Mrs. William (Wanda) Receveur, Jr., who wrote most 
of the lyrics to the songs.  Barry S. Bottorff is the narrator. 
 
Play writers are Mrs. Charles B. Price, Jr. (Charlotte) who is chairman, Mrs. William Receveur, Jr. (Wanda), Mrs. J. T. 
O’Bannon (Ann), Mrs. Walter Ewing (Gay), Mrs. Preston Young (Betty) and Mrs. Joe Creason.     March 2, 1961 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1961 

March 2, 1961 

November 16, 1961 

 May 4, 1961 



Courtesy Your Jefferson County School:            Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1961/1962 

March, 1961 

Both March, 1962 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1962/1963 

 

November 1, 1962 
November 1, 1962 

March 14, 1963 

June 6, 1963 

 

August 8, 1963 

September 5, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1963/1964 

November 14, 1963 

October 3, 1963 

March 13, 1964 March 26, 1964 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1964 

April 30, 1964 

April 16, 1964 

April 30, 1964 

April 30, 1964 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1964 

August 13, 1964 

May 28, 1964 

 
September 17 1964 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1964/1965 

August 13, 1964 

 

September 24, 1964 

 

April 22, 1965 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1965 

December 30, 1965 

 

 

 

October, 1965 



Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:   Chenoweth Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1966—1967 

April 13, 1967 

May 19, 1966 

April 13, 1967 



 
May 18, 1967 

Courtesy The Voice—Jeffersonian:   Chenoweth Elementary School 
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May 30, 1968  

November 9, 1967 
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February 13, 1969 
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St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   1969 

November 4, 1969 

February 13, 1969 
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History of Chenoweth School, March 4, 1980 
 
Chenoweth School was built in the summer of 1954 on a ten acre plot purchased from the Masonic Home.  The overall 
cost of the building and grounds, including site improvements and equipment, was approximately $493,000.  At the time 
Chenoweth opened, there were twenty-one classrooms, a library, a music room, a visual-aide room, an auditorium and a 
cafeteria.  There were five hundred and eighty children enrolled.  Later enrollment increased and two primary rooms were 
added in the north wing.  Also a Resource Room was added in the west wing. 
 
Chenoweth Elementary School was named in honor of Dr. John Henry Chenoweth.  He was born March 7, 1825 near Fish-
erville, Kentucky.  He was graduated from the University of Louisville School of Medicine in the class of 1844.  For forty-
eight years he practiced in the St. Matthews area and was recognized not only for his contributions as a doctor but also as a 
loyal citizen, friend and neighbor.  He married Helen Bullitt and settled on a site we now know as Chenoweth Lane.  They 
had two sons and three daughters.  One son, James, became a doctor and carried on the name and practice in Louisville. 
 
Doctor Chenoweth died in 1905, yet his name lives on in community monuments, one of which is John Henry Chenoweth 
Elementary School.  Mrs. Ruth Osborne Pennebaker, former principal at Stivers, suggested the name.  The school was ded-
icated to his memory on December 16, 1954.  A list of Dr. Chenoweth's great, great grand-children who have attended 
Chenoweth is as follows:  Gage, Mary Chenoweth and Barrett Heyburn; William Heyburn; Amy and Elizabeth Stites; 
Chenoweth and Temple Sites. 
 
In 1962 Chenoweth began a self-study which led to full accreditation in 1965.  (This safeguards us against excessive class 
loads, insures adequate instructional equipment and supplies provides twelve library books per child enrolled, guarantees a 
safe and sanitary building and encourages personal growth and training of staff member).  Interim studies were completed 
in 1968 and 1976 to re-examine goals and evaluate the present status of the school. 
 
In the fall of 1967, Chenoweth adopted the Stoddard Plan of organizing for better utilization of space and to add specialists 
in the fields of art, music and physical education to the staff.  With them came non-certified aides to assist with much of 
the clerical work.  At that time, there were three such persons—a teacher’s aide, a resource aide and a P.E. aide.  The art, 
music and physical education teachers served full time.  A counselor joined the staff offering part-time services for Cheno-
weth students.  A full-time bookkeeper to assist the school secretary and principal with work in the office had joined the 
staff earlier. 
 
Since 1965, Chenoweth has made a special effort to service children who have reading difficulties.  Many mothers volun-
teer their time to provide one-to-one programmed instructions for the.  The services of a reading teacher have been added 
at different times since 1965. 
 
The fall of 1972 marked the beginning of the elective Quarter Plan in Jefferson County.  With it came extensive revision in 
the curriculum which involved an inquiry approach to teaching.  The philosophy was known to improve the quality of 
thinking and attitudes of the learner.  Social Studies and Science units were written to accommodate the sixty day quarters.  
Students could make up work missed because of accident or illness, tuition free.  They could also choose the fall, winter, 
spring or summer quarter for vacation.  (The summer quarter is no longer offered for free). 
 
In 1973 the legislature funded one hundred kindergartens statewide.  Chenoweth was one of the schools that received, for 
two years, one of the three classes offered to Jefferson County School System.  In February 1977 we were again fortunate 
in getting another kindergarten unit which is still with us today. 
 
Chenoweth had the misfortune to be in the path of the April 3, 1974 tornado.  Thankfully it came late enough that no chil-
dren were in the building.  It was damaged to the extent that it was necessary to complete the school term in the new Cros-
by Middle School which we shared with Dunn elementary.  First Year and Kindergarten children were housed at the Old 
Kentucky Children’s Home on LaGrange Road.  All Were bussed.  By the fall of 1974, the building was restored and many 
improvement were made. 
 
The 1975-76 school year began with the merger of the Jefferson County School System and the Louisville (city) School 
System.  Desegregation and the busing of thousands of students began.  Grouping of schools into clusters began so the 
busing of children according to a ration of black and white students could take place.  Chenoweth was clustered with 
Shawnee (The away school), Camp Taylor, Bloom, Gilmore Lane, Franklin and Field.  The cluster became Cluster 13. 
 
Miss Marguerite Lewis ended twenty-two years of continued service as principal at Chenoweth at the end of the 1975-76 
school year.  Chenoweth Elementary School had progressed as a community school with high standards under her capable 
leadership.  Mrs. Eunice Collins followed her as Chenoweth’s second principal, for the 1976-77 school year, and continues 
as principal to date. 
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History of Chenoweth School, March 4, 1980 
 
In the fall of 1976 Chenoweth discontinued the Stoddard System of learning due to a low enrollment.  Physical Education, 
Art and Music teachers work part-time at Chenoweth.  The basic classes are taught by homeroom teachers; however, team 
teaching is carried out in the large Resource Classroom. 
 
Chenoweth has enjoyed the support and encouragement of an outstanding parent group.  P.T.O. programs and financial 
support have been directed toward school improvement and better ways of life and learning for our boys and girls.  The 
yearbook, bulletins to parents and programs throughout the year are planned to keep you informed and aware of what the 
school is attempting to do for you child, especially this year when more emphasis is being places on the 3 R’s. 
 
 
From the Chenoweth Elementary Internet Site, 2008: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School Profile 
Chenoweth Elementary is a school on 
a mission. Our staff is committed to the success of every child. All students participate in structured, 
rigorous literacy instruction during APPLE (Academic Program Promoting Learning and Excellence) 
time. Students receive instruction based on their specific literacy needs. Chenoweth is a place where 
staff members, students, parents and the community members work together so that students reach their 
full potential. Chenoweth believes in developing the strengths of every student. Each week, students 
participate in creative arts classes (visual arts, music, dance or drama), computer lab, health and physi-
cal education, Spanish, library and our award winning science lab and outdoor classroom. We believe 
that students need to be engaged in their learning. 
  
School Programs 
Child Development Project, (Before- and After-School) 
YMCA/JCPS Childcare Enrichment Program, Extended 
School Services, Family Resource Center, Jump Start 
(Early Childhood Education), School-Based Decision 
Making School.  
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St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   Today 



Courtesy Al Ring, May 2009: Chenoweth Elementary School 
 

 

St. Matthews Area Elementary Schools:   May 2008 


